PLATONIC  LOVE                         51

PLATONIC LOVE

MADAM,, believe % love is not such a toy

As it is sport but for the idle boy

Or wanton youth, since it can entertain

Our serious thoughts, and make us know how vain

All time is spent we do not thus employ.                        5

For though strong passion oft on youth doth seize,

It is not yet affection, but disease

Caus'd from repletion, which their blood doth vex,
So that they love not woman but the sex,

And care no more than how themselves to please.         10

Whereas true lovers check that appetite
Which would presume further than to invite
The soul unto that part it ought to take,
When that from this address it would but make
Some introduction only to delight.                                15

For while they from the outward sense transplant
The love grew there in earthly mould, and scant,
To the soul's spacious and immortal field,
They spring a love eternal, which will yield
All that a pure affection can grant.                              20

Besides, what time or distance might effect
Is thus removM, while they themselves connect
So far above all change as to exclude
Not only all which might their sense delude.
But mind to any object else affect.                               25

Nor will the proof of constancy be hard,

When they have plac'd upon their mind that guard,

As no ignoble thought can enter there,

And love doth such a virtue persevere.
And in itself so find a just reward.                               30

And thus a love made from a worthy choice

Will to that union come, as but one voice

Shall speak, one thought but think the other's will,
And while, but frailty, they can know no ill,

Their souls more than their bodies must rejoice.            35